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HONORING YOUR LOCAL CHURCH

We as a ministry recognize that it is “noy,

through the churchémn s:100that God is mani-
festing Himself on earth. We hold the loc
church in high esteem and want to do ev
thing in our power to honor what God is doi
in each location. Therefore, we ask that all th
going with us on expeditions/assignments
“clear” with their pastor or the leadership of t
fellowship to which you are committed.

Because we embrace all parts of the bod
Christ we recognize how “clear” is defined m
be different for each church situation. The
fore, we simply have to trust the Holy Spirit
help each person and pastor come to that
sion. Like most everything, it is usually a mat
of good communication between the two p
ties and the mind of Christ being reveal
Thank you for your understanding.
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THE CALL

M LOOKING FOR A FEW YOUNG MEN WHO WILL GO INTO THE
HELL -HOLES OF HAITI AND PRAY OUT THE DARKNESS.”

This was the challenge that Leonard Ravenhill made to us on avideo in
1983, soon after our first trip into Haiti. In Haiti, we had seen for the
first time the sobering reality of what before had only been pictures on
atelevision screen. The swollen bellies, rampant starvation and malnu-
trition, all this in a land ravaged by misuse. We were broken and
burdened by the gravity of what we saw with our eyes and felt with our
spirits. Brother Ravenhill had come to the same conclusion that bur-
dened our heartBor Haiti to change, it would take God'’s people

praying.
JosHuA EXPEDITION

TheJoshua Expeditions our response to that burden and calling. In

the Old Testament, the promised land that God swore on oath to give

to Abraham was just waiting for Joshua and the children of Israel to
possess. The only problem was that Canaan was inhabited by a people
who worshiped foreign gods. God commanded the Israelites to physi-
cally go and march around the city of Jericho seven times. He ordered
that the Ark and the whole camp circle Jericho in silence until the

seventh day. On that seventh day, the people were to give a loud shout,
and the city’s walls would fall and it would be taken and devoted to

God!

THE RIGHTEOUS FOLLOWING THE ARK OF THE COVENANT

We have felt a very similar calling to the people and nation of Haiti.

The Ark of the Covenant represented a type of the Holy Spirit which
the Israelites were to follow. Joshua’s command was to circle the city
following the “Ark.” So he had the ark of the LORD carried

around the city.1osh 6:11. We endeavor to enter Haiti only as God
leads us by the Holy Spirit. We pray earnestly for God’s leadership, for
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we've learned that without His leading any effort of our own is in vain.
When God has led, we can move in great confidence, trusting that the
God of Abraham goes before us.

Joshua could have remained in camp and prayed for the walls to
collapse, but God required further obedience. It would be a lot
cheaper, easier and more comfortable, to just stay at home and pray for
Haiti. But as Brother Andrew, a man of God who smuggled Bibles

into closed nations has satdever substitute prayer for obedi-

ence.” When God gives the command, itis imperative to get to the
assignment and to obey completely!

A SpeciFic PEoPLE SENT TO A SPECIFIC L OCATION

To just be “a group of obedient people” is all that God required of the
children of Israel. March around the walls, be silent until the command
is given and leave God to take care of the results. Our desire is to go
into Haiti as nothing-servants of God. We attempt to have no precon-
ceived expectations of what should or shouldn’t hapleHaiti, you

must have the skin of a lizard.Situations are unpredictable and you
must be willing to adapt to the moment like a lizard whose skin changes
color with his surroundings.

We enter this country as servants to the people there, being as culturally
sensitive as we can. Haiti has more missionaries per capita than any

other nation in the world, and yet, boasts some of the greatest darkness.

Haiti is not looking for an American cultural religion but rather a sincere
demonstration of God’s love through His servants. The fellowship in the
Holy Spirit we share together and with the Haitians will speak volumes.
May it be said of us, as it was of the early Church, “see how they love
one another.”

THE WAaALLs CoLLAPSED

The walls are in God’s hands! The walls of darkness will collapse when
God so desires. We hold to this promise since Haiti is primarily an

Page 2

PERSONAL JOURNAL

Page 15



PERSONAL JOURNAL

occult nation with Voodoo as its mainstay. This, however, is nothing to
God or His people who go in His name. When the command is given,
the walls collapse and the place is taken for God. Our only assignment
is to be there when and where He requires and do what He asks of us.

And what does God ask of us? Our simple obedience. We look to
God to give us the assignment and then strive to move out in obedience
Sometimes, we work toward the completion of a work project such as
a water cistern or a church building. Other times, we may be delivering
Christmas gifts or much needed supplies. And at other times, we go to
avillage and intercede for the people of Haiti. And still other times,

we’ll do some of all of these. But always, we love, and always, we

pray.
IN His Name!

As you can see, this is not a trip to be taken lightly. It will be work of
the highest order. While we may or may not be digging footers or laying
block, we will be going in the name of the Lord! We look forward to
sharing this awesome adventure togethy the Ark of God’s
presence go before us!
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HeLprFuL HINTS

] Have a bandana in your possession at all times to cover your
mouth and nose. This will protect from the contaminated dust in the air.

] Water is at a premium in Haiti so we ask you to use it as spar-
ingly as possible. When you shower, use enough water to get wet, turn
the water off, lather up and then turn the water back on for your final
rinse.

] Be careful to wash your hands with the alcohol solution that will
be provided. Itis also wise to avoid putting your hands to your mouth as
much as possible to avoid germs and parasites.

] Mosquitoes in Haiti can carry malaria and dengue fever. Mos-
quito repellent and covering up at night with a sheet, will help to repel
mosquitoes.

] Be ready for flexibility. Haiti is not America. Plans change
quickly or without notice in Haiti and that requires us to move with the
situation. It takes God'’s help for us to adapt quickly and with the right
spirit, but it is most likely what the Haitians will remember.

] Never travel off on your own. After consulting a group leader,
be sure that you have a partner with you.

] Be as culturally sensitive as possible. You may see many sights
that will surprise (and perhaps, alarm) you, but remember that this is the
Haitian, not American, culture.

] Leave expensive and precious jewelry at home.

] Make the group leader aware of any medical needs or situations
you may have in case of an emergency.

] We require everyone to attend devotional times together. Please
plan to gather a few moments before the announced time.

] Please leave all gifts with the compound leaders for distribution.

] It is recommended that your water bottle have a screw-on top to
protect the mouth piece from dust and germs.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Q. Canleatthe food and drink the water in Haiti?
A. No. All meals served will consist primarily of food brought

over from the States. We buy Culligan water in Haiti which is safe for
drinking. Please don't eat or drink the Haitian food or water.

Q. Willthere be electricity or showers?

A. This will depend on where we stay and whether or not electric-
ity is available. If we are at the Mission Center, electricity and showers
are possible, but please conserve. However, if we stay on-site, show-
ers and electricity will probably not be available.

Q. Willl have access to a telephone in Haiti?
A. No. However, in the case of an emergency, we can contact the

United States. If your family needs to contact you in Haiti concerning
an emergency, call Linda Coder at 941-322-1925.

Q. Areany shots required?

A. Because the Health Department's recommendations change
from time to time, we suggest that you contact both them and your
family physician for suggestions.

Q. Must | have a passport to enter and exit Haiti?

A. Yes. Passports are required to enter and exit Haiti. Please
make sure your passport is current and not expired. If you do not have
a passport, begin the process immediately since it can take several
weeks to process.

Q. Whatdoes the cost of a Joshua Expedition include?

A. The price may vary due to airline costs and travel expense
fluctuations. Therefore, it will be the responsibility of the group to cover
any additional costs due to increases in travel. This price includes all
meals, travel, materials for work, and sleeping arrangements from the
time we leave Miami airport until our return.
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Q. What are the cost deadlines to be considered?

A. Forty-five days prior to the trip date, we require a non-refundable
deposit. Then, twenty days prior to the trip date the remainder of the
balance is due. At this time, we also ask that each person have their valid
passport.

Q. Whatif I have to cancel out at the last minute?
A. Cancellations made on or after the twentieth day prior to trip date

will be subject to loss of funds. We can only promise to repay whatever
funds are recoverable beyond the non-refundable deposit.

Q. CouldIgoon aJoshua Expedition if 'm not with a particular
group?

A. Yes. Check with us, many times other groups are looking for extra
people.

Q.  Whatkinds of things might we do on a Joshua Expedition?

A. A Joshua Expedition can include many different activities. Along
with prayer and intercession, projects might include one or several of the
following: building a church facility, pouring a concrete floor, feeding
children, helping with a clinic, helping in a school, painting, cleaning, etc.
Whatever the job, all are needed and used to see the project to comple-
tion. However, when there are breaks in the work, you will find yourself
content interacting with and loving the Haitian people.

Q. Whatabout the group leaders?

A. We believe God has put together the leadership for your group
going to Haiti. We depend continually upon the leadership of the Holy Spirit
to give us the mind of Christ as we journey together.

Q.  Whatkind of clothing should I bring?

A. We suggest you bring cool cotton clothing for the extremely hot
days. Itwould also be wise to bring a light jacket for the cooler evenings
and summer raindndecent clothing and short shorts are not
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CHECKLIST

GEAR MISCELLANEQOUS
O TWIN SHEETS(PLEASE O PASSPORT

PLAN TO LEAVE IN HAITI) O BIBLE
O FLASHLIGHT O TOOTHPASTE
O CANTEEN/Water Bottle O SOAP
O INSECT REPELLENT O CAMERA & FILM
O TRASH BAG O NOTEBOOK & PEN
O RAIN PARKA O TOWEL & WASH
O SUNGLASSES CLOTH
O POCKET KNIFE O SANITARY SUPPLIES
O SMALL NYLON CORD O TOILET PAPER

O SHAMPOO
O SUNSCREEN

CLOTHING O CHAPSTICK
O COOL WORK PANTS O SMALL BACKPACK
m| COOL WORK SHIRTS (FOR DAY TRAVEL
O GYM/TENNIS SHOES WET ONES
O HIKING BOOTS(as needed)
O UNDERWEAR OPTIONAL
O SOCKS
O BANDANAS O EAR PLUGS -FOR
O WORK GLOVES NOISY NIGHTS
O SHOWER THONGS O EXTRA CONTACT
O WALKING SHORTS SOLUTION/VISINE
O SHORTS (TO SLEEP IN) 0O AIR MATTRESS -FOR
O ONE PIECE SWIM SUIT ON-SITE WORKCAMPS

& T-SHIRT COVERING
O ONE CHURCH DRESS FORO A LOT OF PRAYER

WOMEN
O *HEAD COVERING FOR

CHURCH SERVICE

*  THE HAITIAN WOMEN WEAR A HEAD COVERING IN CHURCH. IF YOU
FEEL LEAD TO OBSERVE THIS CUSTOM, THE USE OF A BANDANA,

HANDKERCHIEF OR DOILY IS FINE.

IMPORTANT: REMEMBER, YOUR PIECE OF LUGGAGE CANNOT
WEIGH MORE THAN 50 LBS AND CAN BE NO MORE THAT 62
INCHES IN TOTAL DIMENSION. YOUR CARRY-ON CANNOT WEIGH
MORE THAN 40 LBS AND NO MORE THAN 45 INCHES TOTAL.
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JUST THE FACTS

Haiti is about the size of Maryland and lies just 700 miles sq
of the Florida Keys.

Haiti was once the wealthiest country in the Caribbean, beICng

the title of "Mahogany Queen" for its rich supply of mahoga
Today Haiti is the poorest country in the Western Hemisphe

Haiti shares the Island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Rej
lic.

The primary religion in Haiti is Roman Catholic at 80%, with
overwhelming majority practicing Voodoo. Protestant churg
claim approximately 16%.

Haiti is hot, with average temperature between 85-90 deg

It takes approximately one hour and forty minutes to fly to H
from Miami.

Hand to the Plow has been leading groups into Haiti since
1983.

The name "Haiti" means Land of many mountains.

In 1992 the estimated population of Haiti was 6.7 million.
The average life expectancy in Haiti is 47.26 years.
Phyllis Newby has been serving in Haiti since 1972.

Six out of ten children die before the age of five.

The official language of Haiti is French but the common lan-
guage of the people is Creole.
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permitted! If we go to the beach please plan to wear a t-shirt
over your one piece swimming suit.

Most Haitian women wear dresses especially in the Christian commu-
nity. We do not demand American women be obligated to this but
encourage you to seek the Lord on whether or not you should observe
this custom. However, we do require that women bring a dress or skirt
for whatever church services we may attend.

Q. How much luggage can | bring?

A. Each person will be allowed one checked piece of luggage
weighing no more than 50 pounds and can be no more than 62 inches ir
total dimension. One carry-on weighing no more than forty pounds and
forty-five inches in total dimension is allowed per person.

Q.  Willl need extra money?

A. We do suggest you bring some extra money. While all meals
will be covered by the Ministry, we may take one day to visit different
“Marketplaces” where souvenirs are available. There is also the
possibility of eating out for which you would need to use your own
money.

Q. How can | best prepare myself?

A. Spiritual preparation is of utmost importance for a Joshua
Expedition to Haiti. We go to do more than just build a building or pour
a cement floor. We go to minister Jesus through the love of the Holy
Spirit.

Haiti is primarily a voodoo or occult worshiping nation. The powers of
darkness are great, but this should not alarm or frighten us. Jesus said,
“some things come only through prayer and fasting.” Therefore, we ask
each participant to prepare by designating times of prayer each day and
times of fasting each week. This will help to prepare your heart to
minister to the Haitian people.
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PRAYING FOR A JOSHUA EXPEDITION

“SOME THINGS COME ONLY THROUGH PRAYER AND FASTING.”

Pray specifically for the spiritual atmosphere of the
Joshua Expedition.

Pray for the mind of Christ among the group.

Pray that God will demonstrate His love through us.
Pray that we will be culturally sensitive.

Pray for physical and spiritual preparation.

Pray all goes smoothly at the airlines with tickets & luggage

Pray for safe flights to and from Haiti.

Pray for ease in going through custom lines, that no items Wil be

confiscated.
Pray for safety as we travel to and from various locations.

Pray for the people and spiritual climate of village we will be

Pray all needed supplies will be on site with no difficulty.
Pray for wisdom of leadership.

Pray that the group will be unified.

Pray for protection of group.

Pray for our times of fellowship.

Pray for good weather conditions in Haiti.

Pray that our light and love will put much darkness to flight.

Bind voodoo, confusion, poverty, sickness, disease and F

the powers of darkness at work in Haiti.

Pray for the Haitian team.

Pray that God will reveal Himself in a special way.

Ask for God's help and wisdom as you return to the U.S.
and that He will show you how to respond to what you've
experienced.

mn.
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TeEN EAsy CREOLE GREETINGS

Third is the pronunciation.

Firstis listed the greeting in English .

Second is the greeting written in Creole.

Good morning.
Bonjour.
Bonjour.

Good evening.
Bon soir.
Bon swa.

How are you?
Koman ou ye?
Koma oo yay?

Jesus loves you.
Jezu rinmin ou.
Jayzoo raymay 00.

What is your name?
Kouman ourele’?
Koma oo raylay ?
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How old are you?
Kilaou?
Kilaj 00?

| am from Florida!
Mouin soti Florida!
Mway soti Florida!

I am very well!
Mouin tre Bien!
Mwy tray Bein!

God bless you!
Bondye' Benni Ou!
Bon Dur Benni 00!

My name is John.
Mouin rele John.
Mway raylay John.




